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lence the [treligious Diſpus +; 
>: Prive 4s Perf, 266. 
3 | Put away from thee a froward ©] aud. 
i tips Fur far from thee, : 
Eo Prov. 8. Werſ. g« 
al the words of my mouth re in ris ghneauf 
is nothing froward or perverſe oy them 
all plainto him that underſtandett 
F-; Them that nd knowledge, 
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of Ardrew Anderſon, Printer to His mol 
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7 1 Hl NO wy athens were. 
> Writteu ſome Months ago, with 
a particular. regard to the ſatis- 
"tis of a. young Gentleman, whe 
by his Travelling unto ſeveral" parts 
; of Eutope, had found to0 many occa- 
| frons of Converſing with bad Compa® 
5 ny, and was by them, tempied to an 
'* 211 Opinion of the Holy Scriptures, 
i Too many there are in this Iron 
and rugzed Age, who contend fierces. 
1), and ſcufie endleſly, about things 
” which ( in my Conſcience I am pere 
 ſwaded,) both might and ought 1obe 
managed with leſs Heat and Concern, eb 
And thingh I cannot pretend tobe al> ER 
' together Di ſ-interefted, in thoſe leſs; F F214 
ſer Broils which conſpire” to render 
this poor Church mi arable Jet, Shes HSA 
ſhould be much aſhamed, if. my firſt | H bs! 
| ſally imo Print, did [peak me one of #8 
thoſe, who confine rue 8 lg 168, * "ol 
A 2 | n Wo LO EI +1; 
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the Intereſts of « a Pariy: ad thee Cor? ? 
wers of 4 Sef, and rho lo end all their | 
Zedl and Spirits an {mall Maters, | 
When the Veracity of Divine Ori .\ 
eles is impugently brought in queſtion | 
«rd Impugned, by the Sophiſtry | 
balf thougbted Arguments, F hope the | 
Wiſe and Piens, will not think the des } 
-  fenef the Mowing Paper uſeleſs or -T; 
 wnſeaſonabie If o ox tryal, 1 find that 
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| this ſhort breathed Performance meets | 
5 net with careleſs or unkind Reception, } 
£ from thoſe who have true Staxdart- i 


i _ witt, and whoſe Fudgment deſerves T F 
Y.. -f0 be eftcemed; 1 ſhall be enconravcd } 

i.  - ' f0render the Publick ſome further ac- [- | 
<<. Counts how 1 an mont to [pend my | 
24.5 - Timein privat, when not diverted * 
from Study by other ey Cares | | 
and Bufineſ' | 
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OBSERVATIONS 


OBSERVATION 8 | 
on Mite Chap. al, wer). [ 4 EW 7. EE OW: ; 


Hether we confine the Title contained in 
/. theſe words ( The Boob of the Generation of 
| - Feſus Chriſt ). to the firlt ſeventeen verſes 
\ of this WF. + ring or extend it to the whole Goſpel _ 
\. of $t, Matthew, is a Matter of Indifferency ; , for Fo 
{i.- nounanſwerable Reaſon can be given againſt ei-, HI 
| q- ther Interpretation. If againſt. the Firſt. it be 

ObjeRed, that a-few Veries on one Column of a 
fingle Page, deſerve not the Name of a Book? 
It may be eaſtly-replyed, That ſuch a Form of 
3 | amongſt the Fews, is no more ancouth,. ,  ** 
38=— tar; the c:lling a Billof Divorce, Liber, or L;: 2 
1 bellus repudit; or thatof Jer. 32, v, 11,12 where- 
BÞ'*: the Evidence of a very (mal! Purchaſe, hath the 
E;- Title alſo of a Book given it. In defence of the 
Second, it can be told,that the word (Generation) 
doth not always relate ſimply to Birth or Genea- 
. logies; but often alſo gnineth, any inanimate: 
ProduTim, any Event that time brings forth; and- - 
ſo likewiſe the Biſtory or relation of any ach | 
Event or Paſſige, Thus Gen. 2. 4 is to beun- 
derſtood, not only the Creation of the Heavens. 
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; 
fl and the Earth, but other Paſſages foilowing « EM 
i. -And Gen. 5. I. mult be Exponded of Adains Gre> © '"M 
| ation and following Life. - $5 Gen. 37:.2, It is: - - 5 
. clear, that Jacobs own Birth, or Froqeotiety of. us 
: A T his .. EE 
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his Children; 15'mot the pecuiar Matterin hand 


at the time, but his dwelling in Canaan, his love - - 
to Foſeph,. and the Paiſages conſequent to that. 

S9 Namb. 3. 7, js meant the Hiſtory of the Paiſa- 

ges of Aaron and Moſes, &2. So here, not only 
the Birth of Chriſt, { tor that is but a very ſmall 
part of this Book } nor yet only the Genealogie ' 
of Chriſt, for rough that here tollow iImmediat- _ 
ly, yet makes 1t not up any conſiderable part of - 
this Book, but the Book of the Hiſtory of the | '- 
Birth, Life, Death and Reſurre&ion of Chrift,in © ' - 
all the Events that corcern him, fo far. as they + 
are R<cordet by this Evangeliſt; as the Title of +. 


«St, Cihes Book called the des of the Apoſtles, In- -; - 


cludes, not or:ly what they did, bat alſo the moſt +5: 
remarkai!e Occurrences that happened to them, | ; 
im their varivus Progreites for propogating the = 
Goſpel, 

The defign of the latter part of this Verſe, ts th: 
to intimat that, accordins to the more than once =Jþ: 
repeated, and fzy che. Fews) much remarked 'q* 
Promiſes 16 David, and to Abraham, Jeſus Chriſt 
according ro the Fleſh, was Lineaily deſcended 


_ zof them ; This vas fo much 1n the Evangeliſts '.' 
_* eye, { asa proper Argument to cotivince the +4: 


Fews, that the Son of Fo)ephs Spouſe was the true ..' 
Meſſiah } that in his whole account of our Savi- 


' ours Genealogy, he obſerves no more ſtrifneſs 
_ of full Account or Particularity of Enumeration, | 
- than was neceſſary to ntake appear, that hederi- | 


ved his Pedigree from thoſe eminent Fathers al- 
reaGy mentioned ; and thedue Conſideration of - * 
this, wilk be ſinguiarly vietul to reconcile the - | 
Differcnce of Reckoning: in this Chapter, from - i* 
| tnoſe ._* 1; 


CA , 
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_ - Subje& is after another manner treated of. * © 
RE” Betore I deſcend to more particulars, it is fit 
tnat ſome things in general be Premiſed: As firſt, 


It 15n5 new thing, to hear ObjeRions propoſed 


ag92inft the two Evangeliſts, as irreconcileablein 
; this Matter; for Celſus and Porphyry, and Fultan, 
: did the lame; and both the Ebiomite and Aaniche- 
+-an Hereticks, did on this account, Expunge the 
| _ Genealogy of Chriſt out of the Goſpel. 
& SBﬀecondly, though perfe& and ſarisfifory, or 
_ al Traditions in ſo Intricat a Point, cannot” be” 
__ EXpeckted or leaned on afthis diſtance of Time: 
. And though the publick Tablcs are long ago loſt, 
; from which cheLvangeliſts may reaſonably be pre- 
1 .; fumed to have drawn their Accounts,. yet by ma- 
z - Ny Authors acuratly Skilled in the ſtudy of anti- 
| ent Records, it 1s beJteved on moſt competent 
# Grounds, thattill the laſt deſtrugion of Feruſa+ 
Y'- lem by Yeſpaſian, and the conſequent total Sub- 
A: verſion of the Jen7ſh Polity,it was eafie for any 
\ * Curious or inquiſitive Perſon, to get punual ſa- 
__ tisfa&ion in this or the like Controverſies, from 
+, the Archives relating to tnoſe Matters, which 
. were very exaQly kept by the Jews, and moſt 
\. _ Eſpectally ſuch as concerned the Genealogies of 
+ the Sons of David, becauſe of their longing Exe 
' Petations of the Mefſi.:h from out of his Race. 
Thirdly, as the Generality of the Jews were 
; bitter Enemies to the Goſpel, ſo they were nice- 
- Iy Scudjious,and moſtcontentiouſly Critical in the 
| * matterof Genealogies: and therefore it is not to 
' bedoubted, but tizat if they could have found ary 
4 Flaw 1n the Evansclifts relations on this Head, 
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eredit of their whole Hiſtory ; but it 1s not pres. 
tended that they ever declared Dilſatisfa@ion in 


. this Point, and therefore we may affuredly con. 


clude, that iney had no p{aufible Ground where- | 
on to build an Ovietion, | 


| 
Fourthly, Its believed on g50d Reaſons, that | 
St, Matthey writ his Gfpe!, mainly for the uſe : 
of the Jews; ani to ſuppoſe tha? he had fo lrttle 


| honeſty or co:nmon ſenſe, as to throwa Chozk- x 


ing or Stumbiing-black in the very 'Entraice of , 
his Hiſtory, by a blunderins and falſe account of - | 
his Linea%e, waom he would hive them believe . 


16 as the tru» Mef74v, is 1 Tnouphtawhich any ſo- ©" 
ber perſon will co:ciuae, to be very Injurtaus and ;; 
unworthy of him. Mvc'i more equitaDle it if, 


to think, that he kniewhe wrate nothins of our » 
Szviours Genealogy, but what c:uid bear the , '; 
Teft of a Scrutiny and Compariſon with their & 
own Authen'ick R-c5rds. os " 
_ Verſ, 2. Bath nothing remarible in it, butthe 
genre) mention of Jufis fits frothrong, rogether þ 
with *%irmfelf, for which tieſe probibie Reaſcons' 
imnzy be given, Firſt, Ifrnact and Eſai, the Bro- * 
th2r7s of /ſanc and Jr, hid not ſucn dirett or ſ 
£211,292 Interclt in the promiled Seed, as the 
Sons of Faceb; who, with their Progeny, were | 
ail of tizeim in peculiar manner, Adopted to be | 
the People of Gods I 
Second1v, Tt wht fit to recommend Jeſus to 
all the [razlires, and pirticularly to thoſe of the 
diſperſed Tribes, as having ſome Reiation aC- 
eE:rding to the Fleſh, to every one of them. 
Ferſe3 Zara isnamed with his Brother Pha- . 
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'Brth, recorded Gen, 38, verſ. 28. 25. asifthey + 
: had ſtrove which ſhould be the firft- born, and _ 
{ the Progenitor of Chriſt. 


{ .As for the mention df their Mother. It is remarks ;® 
I able, that in the whole reckonins of cur Saviours - 
Gerealcg'e by.the Evangeliſt, ( beſides "w_ _ | 
I ſed Virgin her felt ) ſuch Wcmen poſe {50 ls 
red for Mothers, ba were cither of Ge #4: * © © 4 
F tra, ( as Rachel and Rath Jor Note--55 #6 
: Criminal Guilt, as Thamar ang Urighs tHe, - 7 A 


& 
Po 


one ſtained with Inceſt, and the other ith: 
7 Jultery : It a reaſon of this be asked, it is moſt 
 { agrceable to ſuppoſe, that ſuch an acccunt 15 a 
: ; (deſigned Prolufen to the Goſpel of Chrii,, by FI 
4 'Which, Gentile Idolaters, and Sirmers of all forts £ 
; ang (iZes, were to be: called and converted. 
;, Verſ. 4, 5, 6, Have nothing difficult or obſer- 
| FaDie 1 in New ſavethat Aram in the Syriach, 15 
the fame with Ram, Ruth 4. 19. in the Zeb: "= 
F Zondinngs and that Did fe or Horcurs fake, 
|. mentioned with the Title of Kin? : for uber: 
* 4 10g how tumultuery and v unproſycrou s the choice 
; 
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1”. of Saul WAS, ai id Fow Regular the Adyaricement 
© of David to Roval Dignity, by the unextorted Ap- 
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vs 


1 | 
- probation, 21: urgueſtionabie £500 pleat me or 
= Heaven, atGn moſt agreeable Oo the ancient Pros 

e | miſes1m favour of Fudab's Tribe z it is not ab\urd The 
| ror amiſs, to reckon the charge of the Iſraelitiſh __ 


bf . 
. 
Dang. pat 6 


o | Government from that of Judges to Kings, from Fon, 
e ; Pavidscommencing Soveraign, | i 4 
D | Yerſ. 7,8. We meet with no rub here, til £ oo 

| we come to Foram, who it faid to have begot {of 


1- ,... Oztas, otherwiſe called Azariah the Son of 4ma- 0 
A?! þ wah, =_ 
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King. 151, 1Chr. 3. 12, and him 
of 7-aſh the Son of Ahaziah, the immediat Son of 
J-ram; So asit is plain, that three Rings of Ju- 
aa) are here omitted, which may. be accounted, 
tor by more reaſons than one ; As firſt, it is no# 
againit the received Rules of Speech, to afhrm 
of th- *-=at Grand-father, or any diſtant Proge- 


| nl —- * he begat the great Grand-child,or any 
EN C \-- [ſtant OHf-ipring,as 1 Chr, 4.1, com- 


. i Caf, 2. verſe 80. Secondly, (C as 1 

_- .ady hinted )) the Evaozeliits principal 

dun, was to ſhew, that Jeſus was lineally de- 

_ ſcended #f: David, and to this, a irik Enumera- 

3 tloa ot all Particulars was not abſoiutely neceſ] z- 
je * Ty: befides it is palpable, that by dividing his 
{> Iccount Total into three Periods, and eiacit of 
thefe 231in into fougteen Generations, he had 
more reſpe to the caſe of the Readers yz 
nan the nice and lefs profitable ſatisfa&1cH ot | 
; Curiofity, by the exat recording of every 1N- 
Vi dividual perions Name, which by the Laws of 
Q firi& and tull Computation, might have here 
pt Claiined its place ; he had found fourteen Gene- 
VE rations in the firſt Period ( from 'd4hraham to 
David ) and in reckaning the other two, he ob- 
ſerves only the ſame number as ſufficient for his 
intended Purpoſe : as io the orniffian of theſe 


"om ” 


threeKings, here Abaziah, Foah and Amiytah, 
3% rat'zer than any other threc; perhaps it Was 1it- 
= By . . ah | 4,2 q \ LE 
E1. tended as a Brand on their Idolatrous and In- 
2H auſpicious Reizns 3 and in part, an Aco>mpliſh- 
"SY ment of thoſe Curſes, which were more thn once 
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ſelf the Son ; 


Penounced agiinſt 45ab, and the memory orhits 4' 


; Houſe, tor from him on the Mothers fide, they b 
| derived their Pedigree, ts 21, 6. And that 4 
| this penal AR of Oblivion, reacheth only to the 
| : zurth Generation, 1s conſentanecus to the Law 
atnft Idolatry, Exod. 20 5 Thus by ſome the Ss 
fon of Foab, in the Catalogue of Davids | 
Worthies, and:of Cain, 1Chr, 1. 8nd of Dar, 4} 
| Rev.. 7. is reckoned as a Diſgrace intended them ng 
for their Crimes, but enough of this. | 

Verſ. 9, 10. Have no difficulty nor ground for 
{4 Controverſy jn them. 'R- 

Verſ, 11. Is much tofſed by Interpreters, as 
having given occaſion to ene of Frophyries Obje= D.. 
- Rions apainſt the Chriſtians, becaule both in the . + 
| Books of the K.nzs ane Chronicles, its found, that 
 Jechomas or Contah, of Jehoachin, ( for he hath 
| all theſe n2mes given him in ſeveral places of 
| Scripture ) was only the Grand-child of 7 fra, 
© by Jehboahim or Fechontas, one of his four Sons, 
F- and his immediat Succeflor in the Kingdom. 
But what 1 ſaid cn ver. 8. concernieg Jram,his 
begetring 0z/as, may deſerve to be conſidered | 
here alſo; or 1t this ſeem not ſatisfaRory here, OO: 
let us ſuppoſe upon the Authority of an ancient 7 
Manuſcript or two, ( mentioned by Rcberr and 


Henry Stevens two Famous Printers, and by Faber E 
| Stapulenfis ) that the ordinary Text is corrupted wt 

through the fault of carcieſs Ecriveners, and that \ _. © 
| the Defc& ovght to be Supplyed by the Interpo- |? 
| ſition of Jehiiabim, Toahim or Eliahim, betwixt Dh. 


 Fofuch and Fechmiah, ard then the eifticulty is 


| over. Buta corruption of alm<|t all the recet- 43 
ihe ved Copies of Scripture, ( even in the leaſt ma- _ + - 
® terial Point ) ouzht noi lightly to be ſuppo! ed, * A 
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thovgh (beſides the -AutWors already named ) Nh: 


Epiphanius, Pareus, Kemnitius, and Maldonat the ve- } 
ry learned Jeſuit, have Recourſe to it here, and # 
though the ordinary Margents of Bibles, take no- 
tice alfo of this different reading; Let us then 
Fijrdly ſuppoſe, that verſe 11. Fechoniah or Jes _ 
hotal-1m the Father is underſtooMgand that ie is ® Þ 
co:mpetentlydiſtinguiſhed from his: Son Fechont- 
a), verſ. 12; Firſt, by the mention of his Bree 
thren, whereB we read at moſt butof one Bro- 
ther praperly fo called, that his Sofi had. Se- 
condly that the Son ver. 12. is (ufficiently di-- { 
fiinguiſhed from the Fciicr verf, 14 by being «I 
ſaid ro Live at aftor the Tranſportation ok K 
himſelf and mart his Peopie, into Bubjlon 5Þ- 
whereas'the Fatt, Pas imincdlat Son and 1 
Succeſſor, dyed er Feruſcatem, a little before the: -} 
Captivity of 15 ©) Foenoman, [1 iN2. 24, Go w | 
The latter pre of werſ, £1. muſt be can(trucd by offG 
way of dntithcfts, On21fttinn or Contra: diitinition, of 
to the h<ginnins of ver. 12, anil ſo muſt ſignifie 4 
witifome Lztitude, a d:iF-rent Period of Time Ml 
from theTranſportation its ſelf intoB:53/9n, thats 
a iittie Space before the Captivity ; whici ina few 
y2ars, reached toall Fehriakims Brethren : and Wo] 
thongs) himſelf were permitted to live and die 
at Feruſtlem; yet it was but a poor diſgracefull ':- 
Tributary, and diiquieted Reign he had, as one ©} 
of N:bu:hadnezzars Vaſlals, and next Degree to | 
Captivity. And Fer. 22, 19. It is Prophcfied, +; 
| that he ſhou'd hive the Burizl of an Ais, Drawn” * 
and caſt forth heyond the Gates of Jeruſalem, and | 
according to Joſephus, the Enemy fiew him in 
the City, and com:nanded him to be caſt belote -Þ 
, f = 
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-: Fer, 30.30. wher C it's | 
| Whould be ca# out in the day time to the heat, and in 
Erhenight to the froſt; | EE 
.& The general mention of his Brethren, together 
2with himſelf, .1s, becauſe each of them had his 
++ little turn of Soveraignity, mean and precarious 
F425 1t Was. Verſ. 12, Fc, For clearing the difite 
& culties that occur in this, and the following Ver. 
'#(es, 1 have found none that goes tg judictouſly 
 Fand neatly to.Work, as Grotzus that great Maſter, 

$ both of raticnal Diſcourſe, and critical Obſerva- 
F$tion: ſome days ago, I had only a few heurs 
* Fpcruſal ofhis moſt learned Commentaries on the 
:YEvangeliſts, but (C if 1 rightly remember _} this 
"FE: his Method : Firſt, he takes f6r granted, that 


Fthe Divine Hiſtorijatis, had both of them free Ac- 


Reefs to, -and made careful uſe of the publick Re- 
Þoiſters, ſuch as that mentioned, Nehem, 7, 64, 
W<ccondly, that thoſe Records and the remem- 
Abrancc of them, having long ſince periſhed, fair 
Fave probable ConjeRure is the moſt that can be 


.-. 


NY; 


Fon this Subje&, according to the ancient ſaying, 


"3 
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-. 
. 
w 


” 


, 

= 

4 
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*E tura: Decent. Fourthly, he holds it plain and 
; LnaG0f8ed. that though St. Luke in his Retro- 

3gcadc ©:tologue, over-leaps none of the natural 
Deſceudants yet Ste Matthew 1s not near ſo ex- 
| Os a& 


aid, that bis dead body . 


-Wexpe&ed from, or ought to be pretended by any, 
that undertakes to clear the Scruples that occur ' 
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Reckoning, with a true account of their Names: 


. who areleftout, 1s a thing impoſſible to be done © 


at this day, as the Prophet would be very incon- 
iiderable, though it could be performed. But 
ſo far as the Oid Teſtament, or ancient Tradi-: 
tions afford Light, to piece up the Reckoning, : 
and make it run fomewhat paralle{ to St. Lakes; 
Grotius makes his beſt uſe of them, and in due; 
plece, I ſhall ſet down his Tables as I ExtraRed: 
them out ofhim. But here it will be proper to: 
ſatisfie ſome Obje&ions, as firſt, That of Celſu;' 
and- Julian : To wha: purpoſe was it, to give. act 
count of Joſephs ExtraQ, ſeing he was not the Fas 
ther of Chriſt? To this ſeveral anſwers may be. 
or As firſt, Chriſt was not dil-intereſted in. 
Foſephs Lineage, becauſe he was born of her. 
whom Foeſeph held in lawful Marriage by an In-} 
fluence; whichas it was Supernatural, was alle. 
beyond queſtion lawfu], and he was educated? 
under Foſephs Tutelagez and hy the Rules of A.” 
nalogy, the received Laws and Cuſtoms of the? 
Zews, with Reference to Adoption, are © far. 
Applicable to this caſe, that Jeſus might juſtly: 


been reputed Joſephs Heir. 


Secondly, ( which is cloſer to the purpoſe ) 
Enſebius and others deliver for certain, that: 
though the Patrimony were but very ſmall, yet; 
Mary was an Heireſs, as having no Brothers, and. 
the Statute Numb. 36. 8. was poſitive and per. 


 emptory, that ſuch ſhould not Marry, but to one 


of the Deſcendants of their Fathers Family, that.” 
the Children of Irael might enjoy every one the. 
Inheritance 


; 7” - i l Ie _ r _ TOY ae ” ſe —_ O CR YT TO 
” Joſeph or Mary were of Davids Lineage, the o 
' ther behoved to be ſo alſo; and conſequently 


©. the Dedu&ion of Davids Line to Joſeph, who 


'  C\ both by Conflrution of Law was the Legal, 
, andin vulgar Belief, was reputed the Father of 
© Chriſt by nature _) was ſufficient to prove Jeſus 
tobe the Son of David, according to the much 
regarded ancient Prophecies, and the Evange- 
.; liſts declared Intention. 

' Objef, 2. Itsthe Queſtion of every Reader, 
,: why does Sts Matthew reckon from Solomen, and 
;* St. Luke from his Brother Nathan? To this its 
+ Anſwered, that only Solomon and his Off-ſpring, 
« had the Right of Succeſſion to Davids Kingdom, 
+ till their Line failed in Fechontah, who was firſt 
n {ſucceeded by his Uncle Zedekiah ;, afterwards by 
r. Affir, ( as Grotius ſets it J) and then by Sala- 
1. thicl the Natural Son of Neri, one of Nathans 
od Poſterity 3 in Lukes Roll, the by-reaſon of his 
.# Right of Legal Succeſſion, Lifted both here, and 
a." - I Cre 3+ 17s as Son to Fechomah, which Grotius 
1c” takes hold of, as a ſpecial Argument, to prove, 
1r that Matthewfollows the right of Succefſion,and 
ly; Luke the Order of natural Deſcent. 

' Objed. 3, How can Zorobabel be the Son of $4- 
I% lathiel, ſeins 1 Chron. 3+ 19. he iscalled theSoa 
Jat- 
vet. Cap. s,verſ. 2. and Haggai Cap. I. verſ. 1. callthe 
nd. Sreat Zerebabe!, who 1s here meant,the Son of $4- 
er? Hathiel, which together with different Names of 
ne His Sons, who is named 1 Chron. 3. is ſufficient 
hat - Argument to make it very credible, that Zorg- 
the.. Iabe} thereſpoken of, ("however he might be of 
nce - | the 


: 4 —_— a » I. 2. L 
fe I” © i of % IN AY Fw , WI LI 
B of > j . y ; - ” 
44 Fa | a' 
5 


of Pedaiah, To this I Anſwer, that both Ezra 
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tioneds © , 
Inclearing the Difficulties that occur betwixys 
Z:yobabel, and Joſeph the Husband of Mary, we 
muſi be beholden to Tradition, ſo far as it pre. 


' = tends to give us Light, and thus the account ſhall 


run. The Line of Abiud, (as eldeſt Son and Heitf 
to Zorobabel) is followed by St. Matthew without! 
Oniffion or Interruption, ( as Grotizs ſappoſes I 
till we come to Eteazir, and aiter him he reck- 
ons ſeven Generations over-leapt, tiilwe come tol 
Matthan, wino C according to a vexy ancibati - 
Tradition, Recorded by Africanus a Writer jt 
the primitive days of Chriſtianity _) Ayed with 
out any Children by his Wife Eſrha, fo that inj: 
him 4biuds Line failed : But according ro the 
Law and Cuſtom of the Fews, the Marriage of thel 
Childleſs Widow, became due to him who was 
Prince, or Chief ot the next or ſecond Family 
that he might raiſe Seed for preſerving the Narcg 
and Memory of the Dead : and thus AMelchi th= 
Deſcendapt of Rheſa, Zorcbabels younger Son 
became the ſecond Husband of Eſtha, and had} 
by ker three Sorts Facob , - called alfgf. 
. Panther, ( according to a Tradition mentioÞ 
ned by Epiphanins, atid hinted atboth by cel}. 
fus and fome Fewiſh Writcrs J) from his raturalj 
zthers Sirname, though in ConſiruRicn of Lawf 
he were the Son and Heir of the deceaſed Mat: 
than ; Eli the ſecond, Levi the third Son. Blip 
begat Foſeph, who by the death of Facch his Father 
elcer Brother without Chil#ren, and (it ſeems) 
without Marriage 3 or elſe his Wite being paſ 
the Age of Bearing before he dyed, or dead bef 
fore himſelf, ſo as there was no place for raifing 


Geir to him, and upon the account of Succeſſion 


| to his Inheritance, was hiis Son in the Stile of 
Law. and fo he had at once his Uncle Jacob for | 
his Legal, and E!i for his natural Father, which 
conciliais Mite.3 16. with Lyk.3. 23 Levi thethird 
| Son of Melchi, and one of Joſephs Uncles, begat 
| ( according to Tradition meritioned by. ſome Gre- 
| cian Writers ) Barpanther, who begat Panther, 
who begat Fehojakim or Eljakim the Father of 
' Mary Joſephs Spouſe : thus the ſame Levi was 
t. ſephs Uncle, and the Father of Mares Great 
Grand- Father. SS - 
| Ttaccordins to this reckoning, 1t ſhall be. 
- thought that there behoved to be too great a difſ- 
proportion betwixt Joſeph and Maries Age ;, Let 
us but ſuppoſe firſt, that El: was ſixty years when 
he begat Joſeph, and Foſeph fourty one, when he 
7 Efpouſed Mary; Let us ſuppoſe next, that Levi 
Y was ten years younger than his Brother Eh, and 
T ſo but fifty when 7oſzph was born. Second]»,that 
at twenty he begat Barpanther, that is thirty vears 
* before Joſephs Birth... Thirdly, that Bartanther 
$. begat Panther about the twentieth vear of his Age, - 
J that 1s ten years before Foſephs Birth, Fourthly. 
. that Panther begat Eltabim at 18, winen Yoſeph 
' was eight years old. Fiithly, that Elzakim begat 
$ Mary at 18, andſo 7oſeph was aged 26 when Ma- 
T ry was born. Sixthly, that Mary was is at the 
time of her Eſpoufals, which ( if I rightly re- 
. member) is the age affiened her by Baronius, and 
! other Eccleſiaitick Writers, according to this: 
"4 Reckoning, Joſeph was 41 years at the rime ofhis 


: | LL 
| . - . — fs 
- _ "he @.X% A . lg. " ——_ 7 be _— -- -"IdE > , * X 4Pge +þ f . « 
. - * Y 6] 3 _ X yu l % 
IA. Ma. x *2) *g =. þ- | x 1-205 2 #” EUIG #8 7 * Tad a , p . 1 
vw © as b - 4 : s 
, up ; eh " 4 » « : W E . , - 


"| Marriage, N O8c of the fore« named Suppoſitions 12 a 
s | - are . 
f 1 | - 


3s SR 


'* 


- _ CO —_ % 8 RN 6; ” ” et "OM | age "_” a " po 
« v7, Ch" J LS. AJ . YL 2 Mm » = _ 
& © = ». & _— bo 
2 / }] ſr L o { $1 : . of "$ 'Þ þ 'L» '-, 0-0 > 


- ng - 


the juſtneſs of the whole 2ccount Fay be more ea- Þ 
fily comprehended at one view, Itet down the | 
following Tabies, 


4 


Eli 20 Ievi 26 Barrantier t, Go 
El! 5o + Levi go. Barpanther 29 Panther r. | 
Elr 68 Toſeph 8 Pather 20 Eljakim 1. 

Feſeph 26 Eliabim 13 . Mary tl, | 


Jojeph g1 Mary 15 


F ;*'w-"; : 


_ Perſ. 17. After what hath. been already fſatd, 
Do@or Hairmnds Paraphrate on verſ, 17. 15 faf, | | 
ficient to explain it thus ; the Gzneatogie here ict 
doin, not by Enutneration of ail the ſeverals | 
which Succeeded one another from Abraham t9 
David, may. for Memorics {ake, ve divided into 
three Fourteens 3; one of thoſe from Abraham to } 
David betore they were Kings: a Second from | 
David to ihe Captivity, whuſt they enjoyed the 
Regal Power entire; the Third ; ;rom the Cipti- Þ 
vity to Chriſt, when there were oniy ſome weak 

Remainders ofthe Regal Power ainon2 the Jews, 
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DBSERFAUTTIONSTS. 
on Luke 3. v. 24: 35,& 38. 


th the Evangelifts have the ſame Defign, 
znd the {2me Subj, but diftcr tn the man- 
ner of handling it, St, Matthew follows the order 
of Legal Succ ffion, and therefore he reckons 
from Snlom9n, and tho Nis natural Line fatled a= 
bout the time of the Capt 1vity, yet the Succeſ- 
flon ws keeped up by another Branch of Daticl: 
Family, to wit, Nathans polterity, who hecome 
ins So[:mans Heirs by the Legal Right, now de- 
volved on them through the defe&t of his own 
natural ofi-ſprins, are without atty Scruple reck- 
oned by the Evangel: ſts for Solomins true Pro: 
7enie, becauſe ſuch they were, indeed in con- 
ſtruTion of Law, thus Fechoniah is ſaid to beget 
Salathiel ; Again, tho Zovobabels Lineage. Bran- 
ched it ſelffinto two by his ſons, Abiud and Rheſa, 
and tho 4huds Line failed in Zatthan, vet be- 
cauſe the Sucoeion was Keeped up by the Poſte- 
rity of Rn#ſa the younger Brother, he reckons. 
-from A4biud the Elder; and when his Line fails, 
Inſerts 74:95 the natural Son of Me chr, as the Son 
of Matthan ', Decautc he was his Her, and Foſepi 
the .nararal Son of E!zas the Son of Fatcb, be 
cauie ne became his Uncle, Jacobs Heir, 
: St, Luxe folluys the order ot natural genera- 


, Uon, 18 2 retr6grade Line, to the ficti {Father of 


Mankind 
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b Mankind: 46: writing Tr foggy with Tecral® K]: 
bs ReſpeR to the G.nti es, avd becauſe Chriſt was Yf 


promiled to all N:tions Gen. 3 1s ) with ſuch] 
ex.Aneis, that nothing 1s queſtioned in this" 
whole Account, which keeps cloſe the natural. 
Lines, that held on withont interuption ; but the. 
8 menti-n of Muthat and Levi verſ, 24 And of. 
A Cainan v. 35. 
' +. Concerning theſe three, Lucas, Brugenſis, ) as | 
0 00. Sed by the induſtrious Mr. P-ol, in his * 
| $9n9Þ{1s ) tells us tha! Js hanes Cordefrus ( an Ave-4 
NY. thor wiom he highly values and commends ) | 
i; had convinced him by two diiſertations on the Þ_ 
Subj. @; that in the moſt Ancient Copies, thoſe Þ 
Gs Names were not to be tound ; and to this purpole 
" RS he youches the Authority of Frencus, Africanus, 
Pry Gregwy, Nuxtanzene, Ferome and others: The'$ 
en Way how they came to be inſerted in Latter Co- } 
”_— pi<s he thinks this, that(as Damaſcene reports from |. 
| eicher now loft Au: hors,or Orca! tradition) Mech! 
was alſo cal'ed Matthat, as his other na:ne, attd f 
fo th- Llunder ingTranſcr ibers inſerted, both as it 
they h :ddenoted two different Perſsns of Levi.he | 
ſuppoſ s, that upon report of Metcht's having a}. 
Son lo called, forme unſkilful Writers thougat F* 
AY the Account of Zoſephs Lineage could not be com- Þ 
IL plcat wi:hnuthim, tho indeed ( according to the J 
_ account I have already given ) he did oe 
Web: belong to #ar5's Line, and not to Jyephs, whichÞ 
I Þy both EYgens directly purſued. i 
= Perſ. 35. Concerning Cainan ( after mucn rol, 
- We.  Jingof S 2-4 O2 various opinions of the Learg I 
it: i* med ) I take this for the beft, and rrueft accounts 
There were two Editions of the Septuagint oe 
DN + \ 
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J x-fold-pillarcd Copy, in him, the firſt and eff 
-JFdition, hath no mention of Cainan, the ſecond 
' T hath, but with an obeliſck, or mark to-intimate, 
| that he judged it a Spurious Addition,this 1s a- 
|| teſted by Procepius on Gen, It. Fn the atter Edi-. 
| ticns of Origens Hexapla ( to the Churches great 
loſs ) the Obeliſci:, and Aſteriſcks G's, Were 
| omittcd, and fo Cainans name paſſing” without 
} controverſie, amoneft ſuch Writers as only con- 
Þ ſidered the Lateſt, moſt common and- leaft Cor- 
# ret Efijtion of the Septuagint, they thought the 
# Addition of it necflary, to fill up. a ſuppoſed. 
Þ Blank in Sr, Lubes reckosing. This Account is, 
| Þ confiderably fortified by what Beza relates, viz. 
F that ſome Manuſcript Copies of St. Luke's Gol- 
'# pel omit Cainan, and particularly a very old Oce 
-F having moſt venerable marks of Antiquity 1n tt, 
2 which belonzed once to the Church of Lyons, and 
W hath been fince Tranſported to Cambrrage. 
Perje. 33. The calling of4dam the Son of God, 
F becauſe Created by his more Immediat Hand, 
& than the after generations of Mankind, makes: a 
F#- fair Step towards the Belief of Feſus, his extra- 
F* ordinary Conception and Birth, for to give hu« 
$ mane Form to adead and ſhapeleſs jump of Clay, 
Y and animat it with a Rational Soul, is equally 
&, hard Work, as to make a virgin conceive and 
© bring forth without the help of a man. a 


' I firmly perſwade my ſelf, that no objtRion 
WF. can be urged agaiuft the accounts I have ſer down 
F. of this whole matter, to which I eznnot give ra« 
& tional and (atisfa&ory Anſwers, after the Paing 
W* 1 hayc taken, to coulider: all that is, or can be - 
; © | HS well 
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- put Pento work, 


Achazia Joſeph 
Joas © omitted ada 


_ Exekia 
Man: ſe 
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| #idieoien Tehorakim, 
_ * 


"$M 


with he extra& of Grotias, his 


will fill up the remainder of this 


( and no more ) I dcetigned 


Da vid. 


Nathan 
Mattethg 
AMarnin 
Meſog 
Eltatin 
Fonan 


Solomon 
Roboam 
Ab'a 

Aſa 
Fojaphat 
foram 


S11nem 
Levi 
Matti an 
For? 2} 
Eltzzer 
Jie 
EY 
Elmodan: 
Colam 
£4 


Amaſia 


Ozias qui & Azarias 
Joatham 
Achaz 


Amon 


Jechonias alter fine Liberis mortuns. Meſchi : 
Zedechias Patruus & Hxres Jechonie poſterioris | 
Neri, afſer poſt Zedechiam Jechonis Hx | 
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dins to my promiſe, I ſhall conclude 
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fs. ns marr een h mats 
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h 
ht 
Y! Mud | Reſa 
Eliakim Johanna 
| Azor Tuda 
1 Sadoc (ofeth 
3 Achim | Seme! 
$ E!rud Matrati as 
4 Fleazar Maath 
; þ Anonmus Nagga 
| Aron mmHS .:-— or 
fr Anorymus ; Naim 
' Anon (© Air0s 
ÞL Anonymus Mattathias 
+ Aonpmus Joſeph 


8. Ano mus Janna, 


| of Mattha prior maritus Melchi poſterior t ma- 
yt EETH2, (tine Liberi1s INOT- ritus ESlhe, i ater nail 


tuus, ralis Jacobi, 
; Jacob qui & Panther 


Pairthants filius legzits pg1j; Leni, 
EX Eſtha, irater Elzs 8 


F Levis natura.* Barpanther, LS 


c es neres rooirgn AS Panther, 4 FF 


I natus proximus, Jehviakim qui 

'S his 

OA Idem Levi Joſepht P4- Maria Joſepho Noe: | 
| <puws Marte Abavus fuit, : 
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